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Throughout the year NASE publishes
a new Member Spotlight in our
e-Newsletter called SelfiInformed,

a national newsletter sent to over
50,000 members across the country
with the latest news about the
self-employed and micro-business
community. As part of this national
e-Newsletter, we want to shine nase”

a spotlight on those members, “B600000
regardless of where they live, who are Selflnformed
operating successful businesses that
are growing and thriving.
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Grants, Scholarships

and Other Self-Employed
Funding Opportunities for
Small Business Owners

Grants, scholarships, and other funding opportunities positively
impact the growth of small businesses and are beneficial to self-
employed small business owners. They can help grow startup
businesses without debt, provide valuable resources, and

can even help companies recover losses. The application and
selection process can be competitive, but just one proposal can
provide significant funds making it worthwhile. It is important
to know the different types of grants, scholarships, and

funding opportunities available to small business
owners, so you can choose what is the best fit
for your company and start planning

for the application process.
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The National Association for the Self Employed (NASE) Growth Grant

The NASE Growth Grant, with sponsorships from
Dell, AARP and PayAnywhere, is awarded to four
companies each quarter. Each NASE Growth Grant
winner receives up to $4,000 to support the growth
of their business. Companies can use the additional
capital provided by the grant to hire and train
additional employees, market and advertise their
business in new and exciting ways, invest in new

equipment or software, expand their facilities or for
other specific business needs to grow their company.
Since 2006, the NASE has awarded over $1,000,000
to its members. There are no business requirements
for these grants other than being a member and
providing details on how you plan to use the grant

to help your business grow. Join NASE, and you can
apply for the quarterly Growth Grant opportunities.

NASE Growth Grant’s Positive Impact on Small Business Owners

“This grant helped me to maintain our class
schedule, pay our instructors, staff and our rent
as we refocus our new business model. Paying my
team has always been the most important thing for
me — and NASE made this possible.”

Julie Wilkes

“| just want to thank you from the bottom of my

heart for the $4,000 growth grant | was awarded

for my new business, Li'l Talkers Speech. It is

helping me purchase much needed materials

to work with young children with significant

communication delays.”
Roxana Jordheim
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“My wife and | are extremely happy to hear

the news, what a game changer for our small
business! We cannot wait to use the grant funds
to purchase equipment as we specified in the
statement of grant use and get the NASE badge
on our website!”

Trevor Barrett
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More Grants, Scholarships and
Funding Opportunities

Backing Small Business Grant Program

The Backing Small Business grant program helps
small business owners who are economically
vulnerable recover from the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic and grow their business. This year, the
program will award more than $2.3 million to

350 small businesses. The program also features
enhancement grants where those who are awarded
a $5,000 grant may be eligible for an additional
$25,000 enhancement grant.

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR)
Grant Program

The SBIR offers up to $1 million in grant funding to
startups and small businesses across technology
areas and markets to stimulate technological
innovation. Funding supports small businesses in
participating in federal research and development
projects to realize their commercial potential. To be
eligible for SBIR grants, you must have a business
that is American-owned, for-profit, and has less
than 500 employees.
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Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR)
Grant Program

The SBIR and STTR programs, are often referred to
as the largest source of early stage/high risk funding
for start-ups and small businesses in the nation since
they both award up to $ 1 million in grant funding.
The STTR is also focused on funding companies in
the research and development arena but has the
requirement that the small business have a formal
collaboration with a research institution.

Fast Break for Small Business Grant Program
LegalZoom, the NBA, WNBA and NBA G League
have partnered with Accion Opportunity Fund to
support small businesses with $6 million in grants
and services. This program focuses on helping

businesses in underserved and underrepresented
communities by awarding $10,000 in grants and
up to $500 in LegalZoom products and services.
Applications open during the NBA season, which
runs from fall to early summer each year.

NASE SelfInformed
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Verizon Small Business Digital Ready Grant
Program

Verizon's Small Business Digital Ready grant
program awards $500,000 in funding to small
businesses. The Verizon Small Business Digital
Ready is an online resource designed to give

small businesses the tools they need, such as free
personalized learning through courses, mentorship,
peer networking, coaching, and incentives such

as grant funding. To be eligible for a $10,000
small-business grant, entrepreneurs must register
through the Verizon website and complete at least
two of the following: courses, live coaching or
community events.

FedEx Small Business Grant

The FedEx Small Business grant awards funding to
small-business owners each year. To apply, you must
own a U.S.-based, for-profit small business that has
been operating at least six months, with less than
100 employees. This annual competition awards
over $250,000 to 10 small businesses, including a
$30,000 grant and $1,000 in FedEx print credits to its
grand prize winners. One U.S. veteran winner of the
10 grand prize winners will get an additional $20,000
from USAA Small Business Insurance.

Amber Grant for Women Grant

WomensNet founded the Amber Grant that gives at
least $30,000 every month and two $25,000 grants
annually. The application process is simple. Fill out
one application about yourself and your business
dream and you'll be eligible for all Amber Grants.
The grant requirements are that the business be at
least 50 percent women-owned and U.S. or Canada-
based. The foundation also gives additional funding
throughout the year.

Venmo Small Business Grant:

If you are a micro business owner, who has a valid
business profile on Venmo in good standing, check
out the Venmo Small Business Grant program. It
awards 20 eligible small businesses with $10,000
grants, along with public promotion on the Venmo
and PayPal websites and social profiles. The grant
winners will also receive business resources and
professional consulting services to support their
micro business. To qualify, you must have a business
that makes less than $50,000 in annual sales, 10
employees or fewer, a U.S. Venmo account and valid
business profile on Venmo in good standing.
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Incfile Fresh Start Business Grant:

The Incfile Fresh Start Business grant awards $2,500
to help an entrepreneur who is starting a business
from scratch cover startup costs or a business
owner looking for a second opportunity with a
reboot. The grant winner will also receive a free

tax consultation from Incfile, free Registered Agent
services for a year, and free formation services in
their state. To qualify, you must be a U.S. resident
over 20 years old and planning to start a new
business or grow an existing one

Walmart Local Community Grants

The Walmart Local Community Grants program
hands out monthly grants totaling $10,000 to small
nonprofit organizations and $25,000 to one annual
winner. The grants range between $250 to $5,000 to
help enhance the organization’s contributions to its
local community. To apply, your organization must
be non-profit and CyberGrants FrontDoor verified.

U.S. Chamber of Commerce Dream Big Awards

The annual U.S. Chamber of Commerce Dream

Big Awards recognizes small businesses for their
contributions to American economic growth and
perseverance. The Small Business of the Year
awards a grand prize of $25,000 to the small
business owner. The competition gives eight other
awards to businesses in a variety of categories with
associated prizes.

National Institute of Health (NIH) Small Business
Education and Entrepreneurial Development
(SEED) Fund

The National Institute of Heath offers funding
opportunities to provide resources for small
businesses with an emphasis on innovation
research and technology. Whether you own a small
business or family business, there is $1.2 billion in
funding available through the NIH SEED Fund.
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Driving Small Business Forward Fund Program

The Progressive Driving Small Business Forward
fund program will provide $25,000 towards a
commercial vehicle to 10 Black-owned small
businesses. To qualify, you must own a for-profit
business that is owned and operated by a Black-
identifying entrepreneur. The business must also
have 10 or fewer employees, make less than $5

Thiel Fellowship Scholarship

The Thiel Fellowship scholarship awards $100,000
to entrepreneurs who are 23 or younger that

are more focused on building a business than
academics. The large prize amount is spread over
two years. The application process is simple and
requires you to write 500 words describing your
project or company. To be eligible, you also must

million in annual gross revenue, and have a need
for a commercial vehicle to run the business.

not be enrolled in any academic courses.

Insureon Small Business Scholarship

The Insureon Small Business Scholarship awards
two students prizes of $2,500. To qualify, candidates
must be an undergraduate student enrolled at

a four-year college or university. The application
process includes submitting a short essay between
500-700 words about a business idea

and pitch via an online submission.

500 Global Flagship Accelerator Program

If you are growing a business in Silicon Valley, then
the 500 Global Flagship Accelerator Program is for
you. The program awards a $150,000 investment to
Silicon Valley startups to focus on growth and scaling.
Grant winners also receive access to a growth
program to further accelerate promising startups.
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis.

See the Latest Press Releases from NASE

NASE President to Moderate Panel on Digital Tools & Rules
Mar 15, 2023

As the American small business community continues to grow and expand,
NASE will participate in Entrepreneurship Exchange 2023 (EX23), hosted by the
Small Business Roundtable, in London, UK on Thursday, March 16th.

READ FULL STORY =

NASE Awards $28K in Growth Grants to Support America's
Record-Shattering Growth in the Small Business Community
Mar 06, 2023

As our nation’s small business community continues its record-breaking surge
with more American’s choosing to open their own small business than ever

before, NASE announced today $28,000 in Growth Grants to seven local small
businesses for the fourth quarter of 2022.

READ FULL STORY =»

READ ALL PRESS RELEASES
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payanywhere

NASE Partners with Payanywhere for $4,000 May Growth Grant
Payments Solutions Company Poised to Help Small Business Owners

The National Association for the Self-Employed
(NASE), the nation’s leading advocate and resource
for the self-employed and micro-business
community, and Payanywhere are proud to
announce the sponsorship of the June $4,000
Growth Grant designed to help small businesses
grow and expand.

“Payanywhere has always focused on empowering
small business owners by giving them the tools they
need to compete with their larger competitors,”
said Jim Parkinson, Chief Experience Officer of
North American Bancard, parent company to
Payanywhere. “That's why partnering with NASE
on a Growth Grant initiative is so important to us
— we know that when you're self-employed, you
need as many people in your corner as possible.
Our hope is that by empowering the livelihoods

of small business owners with the best payments
experience possible, we can make a larger
difference in the world.”

Payanywhere is the all-in-one payments platform
that powers your business. Designed to offer you
and your customers maximum payments flexibility,
allowing you to accept nearly any payment method
at your business, on the go, and online.

» Traditional magstripe payments.

= EMV chip cards.

= Contactless payments like Apple Pay and

Samsung Pay.
= Online payments over the Virtual Terminal.

NASE SelfiInformed

Use a Payanywhere Smart Device to accept payments
in or around your store or wherever your business
takes you. You can even transform your own
smartphone or tablet into a portable point of sale
solution with a Payanywhere Bluetooth Credit Card
Reader. Get paid with one-time or recurring invoices
that your customers pay online while choosing from
pay as you go or custom pricing with Same Day or
Next Day Funding to keep your cash flowing.

The Payanywhere app and secure, online merchant
portal (Payments Hub) level the playing field for
small to mid-sized business owners like you who
are trying to keep pace with larger competitors.
With our ever-growing suite of features, business
owners can manage customer satisfaction, monitor
the competition, and build a stronger online
reputation. Generate customizable reports to

help you make data-driven decisions to increase
your profits, all while getting the tools you need to
manage your customers, employees, inventory, and
chargebacks more effectively. Make billing a breeze
with all of our invoice tools including recurring
billing, autopay, and customizable customer
payment portals.

To get started, simply create your account,
download and install the Payanywhere app, and
pick the hardware and pricing that suits your
business best.

Get paid with Payanywhere!

May 2023
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Emergency help for you and your family when traveling
more than 100 miles from home.

Most of us travel without being prepared for a medical or other emergency or knowing
how to find and obtain treatment from qualified physicians and medical facilities. That's
what makes Assist America’s Global Emergency Services so important.

The following benefits are available to NASE Members at no additional cost when

traveling 100 or more miles from home:

Medical Consultation — Calls to Assist America

are evaluated by medical staff and referred to
English-speaking doctors and/or hospitals.

Hospital Admission Guarantee — Assist
America will guarantee hospital admission
outside the United States by validating a
member’s health coverage or advancing funds
to the hospital.

Emergency Evacuation — Assist America
uses whatever mode of transport, equipment,
and medical personnel necessary to evacuate
you to the nearest facility capable of providing
appropriate care when adequate medical
facilities are not available at your location.

Medical Repatriation — When medically
necessary upon discharge, Assist America will
arrange transport back to your home, with a
medical or non-medical escort as needed.

Prescription Assistance — If you lose
or forget a prescription medication while
traveling, Assist America will help replace
that prescription.

Compassionate Visit — If you are traveling
alone and are to be hospitalized for more
than seven days, Assist America will provide
economy round-trip transportation to the
place of hospitalization for a designated
person of your choice.

Care of Minor Children — Assist America
will provide care and/or transportation

of minor dependent children who are left
unattended due to medical incidents.

Call Assist America in the event of an
emergency. Any services not arranged
by Assist America will not be paid or
reimbursed.

Many other services are available, including emergency trauma
counseling, legal referrals, return of mortal remains and much more.

Review Your Benefit

NASE SelfiInformed
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FARMERS

INSURANCE
Special insurance savings through Farmers Insurance ChoicesM!

Farmers Insurance Choice™ is an easy way to compare and shop for auto and home insurance.
Additionally, most policies on the platform are customizable to fit members’ particular needs.

Take advantage of special savings.

Program Description: Program Discounts and Features:

As a NASE member, you have access to discounted Members who choose Farmers
insurance coverage from a variety of carriers using GroupSelect have the opportunity to
Farmers Insurance Choice. Through the platform, save money. The NASE discount code
members can quote with several carriers for insurance. is BIV. Group discounts, Automatic

In addition to auto and homeowners insurance, other payment discount, Good driving rewards,
policies are available, including Renters, Condo, Multi-policy discounts, Multi-vehicle
Personal excess liability, Boat, Motorcycle and RV. savings and 24/7 superior service.

You may apply for auto and home insurance through this program at any time. Take advantage of these
savings today and call 1-866-586-6048.

Free quotes are available. Click Here

See why Dell has all the technology, expertise and
service small businesses need to build and maintain an

I efficient business system.
Visit www.dell.com/nase to Shop Now! Be sure to state that you are

an NASE Member or use NASE Member ID 530016897561 to get the

T@Ch nO|Og IeS savings for our program.
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Careington

SOLUTIONS SIMPLIFIED®

Careington Savings Plans, Discounts on Dental, Vision and more!

Careington offers a variety of savings plans to help you and your family get high-quality health and wellness
services at an affordable price.

500 Dental Savings Plan Telehealth with Healthcare Assistance

Starting at: $8.95/month* Starting at: $19.95/month*

Save on most dental procedures, including routine and Get 24-hour phone access to physician consultation
preventive dental care, major dental work and more. This and 24-hour access to a nurse phone line for symptom
is our most popular dental discount plan, and it offers our assessments, advice and recommendations, prescription
deepest discounts. discounts and travel and medical assistance.

Dental Only Total Health

Starting at: $8.95/month* Starting at: $29.95/month*

Save on the cost of most dental procedures, including
cleanings, checkups and major work like crowns, root

canals and more. Members can also email a dentist at any Each Product Listed has its own Provider Search.
time to ask questions.

Please Note:
Dental & Vision * All Careington offerings are offered by Careington directly to
Starting at: $9.95/month* NASE members at a special discount rate.
; ; i i * Plus a one-time non-refundable processing fee of $20.00.
Get discounts on dental care, including cleanings, P g

checkups, fillings and more, vision care, including eye
exams, frames, and lenses and medical information.

AARP is committed to supporting
older entrepreneurs. AARP is
collaborating with the NASE

as a supporter of the Growth
Grants program. The grants are
targeting NASE Members who
are minority business owners
aged 45 and older. Through this
partnership NASE and AARP

are working to provide greater
access to capital for business
growth.

Click Here to Apply!
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